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Yet there is a large class of Christian writers, who think that the
absolute unity which Pantheists advocate is only a delusion and a
dream; that it means notliiag but the sacrifice or suicide of reason,
the destruction of belief in a Personal God and of all the hopes and
assurances attached to that belief. These writers can never remain
satisfied without an extra-mundane God, in which case alone, according
to them, there could be scope for Faith, Love and Hope. An Im-
personal Absolute, say these writers, is something "which neither
knows itself nor cares for us ??!!

That unity is the logically correct conclusion deducible from the
doctrine of Absolute Intelligence in Christian philosophy, is admitted
by many writers like Noire, Upton and Inge, and the only reason why
it becomes an article of discarded faith is that the profound ethical
spirit of Christianity is, (it is said), opposed to this scientific
idea, morality being possible only with. self-determinism or indivi-
dualism1.

But, is philosophic truth to be sacrificed, lest its recognition might
disturb the ethical ideal, shake the very foundation, of religion, and
result in mischievous consequences to society, assuming, for a moment,
that such would be tlie consequences of the recognition l

It is the duty of philosophy, as has been again and, again pointed
out, to state the truth. which, can command universal acceptance.
No doubt, philosophy is not to be separated from life, nor life from
philosophy; while explaining the life we are actually leading, philo-
^P^V ^"^t try to elevate it; theology is nothing but the philosophy
of religion. But truth ought not to be sacrificed, to practical life ;

the highest truth should always be held forth as the ideal, and religious
consciousness should grow unfettered, on the line that will lead to it
as the goal. This is what the Indian Veddnta has done, and herein
lies the strength of Hinduism as the sequel will show.

Religion, understood in a higher sense, means a sphere in which
u mind. transcends its finite forms/5 and in this sense there can be no
coiaflict between religion and philosophy. Eeligion, thus understood,
indicates tlie regions in which all the riddles of the world are solved,
all the contradictions of profounder thought illuminated, all the pains
of feeling lulled to rest; the region of eternal truth, of eternal peace. In

1 Noire.